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NEWSLETTER  

ARTICLES 
For October are due 

on Monday, Oct. 25. 
Please email articles to 

millsriverumc 

@yahoo.com 
Don’t have email? 

Please place articles  

in the Newsletter  
Mailbox at the church. 

You can send them 

any time prior to the 

deadline. Thank you. 

“. . . until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 

Christ.”  Ephesians 4:13 (NRSV) 
I’ve been in church all my life.  I’ve been in Baptist, Pentecostal, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, and even Catholic churches, I’ve even been in non-
denominational churches, and para-churches, and “missions.” And I’m a United 
Methodist. And I’m not sure exactly what spiritual maturity is. I have an idea. I think it may be like 
beauty.  I’m not sure I can describe beauty, but I know it when I see it. 

 

I don’t see enough spiritual maturity. I don’t see it in myself, and don’t generally see it in the 
churches I’ve been in. Hence, the jokes and the laughs: about the “sacred cows” of each church.   
Jokes like the one about a man and his family who wouldn’t go back to church. The Pastor visited.  
Why won’t you come back to church?  Well, we aren’t coming back to the church because the organ 
got moved to the wrong side of the chancel area. The Pastor asks, “Well, what side should the organ 
be on? The man hollers at his wife, “Honey what side did we want the organ on?”  Because we lack 
spiritual maturity, we focus on things of lesser importance than on the really important work of 
participating fully in the Kingdom of God. 

 

I have been looking reflectively at my life and ministry and have pronounced myself guilty. I’m 
guilty of lack of spiritual maturity. I’ve done some really good things in ministry; don’t think I’m 
being falsely modest here. But, at this time and place I feel more like a teenager than a fully ma-
ture person. And, it is time to do something about it. The model of ministry that I have been do-
ing is probably not going to be a healthy model for this church, at this time, with spiritual matur-
ity as a goal for myself and this congregation. And so, I’m thinking God has something else for me, 
and for us. A quote:  

 

“Equipping (ministry) is a fundamental change for professional clergy. Most have been 
trained to enable and to perform ministry for the congregation. Becoming an enabler is 
difficult, but those clergy who do not make this change will continue to experience burnout, 
stress, confusion, and a lack of success in helping people develop spiritually. . . Leadership 
today is more about creating an environment than it is what you’re teaching. It’s in the giv-
ing of one’s life to a mission that the growth really begins to happen. If you don’t have the 
mission, you won’t have the passion. . . 
Life’s metaphors are the sum total of all that we’ve experienced in our lifetime. Anything 
other than Jesus Christ that becomes a sacred cow is almost always the metaphor that is 
going to keep you from being the kind of leader God called you to be.”                                                  

Dancing with Dinosaurs: Ministry in a Hostile and Hurting World: Bill Easum 

 

I believe that God is giving a vision of ministry to me and to you that will help lead us to spiritual 
maturity. It is grounded, entirely, in the witness of scripture. It follows closely with an under-
standing that in our baptism each of us receives a call to ministry. It is about being a part of the 
“priesthood of believers”, the concept that each of us is called to ministry in our own unique 
way. It is about an understanding that life is to be lived for a purpose, that God gives us “spiritual 
gifts” to fulfill the unique call we received. It goes further: that the gifts we have been given are to 
be used in the community of faith to reach those outside the faith.  It means that my role changes 
from being “professional minister” to “equipping the saints for the work of ministry” Pastor. It 
leads to a goal and a place called spiritual maturity. 

 

Six of us are going to a conference on “equipping ministry” in Ohio.  I’m excited about learning 
more about this vision of ministry.  Will you pray with me and for me about this new/old way of 
ordering our life as a church?  Thank you, as always, for your love, support and prayers. 

      Paul B. Thompson 



Music Notes 
 

Practice for our Christmas musical  "Voices of Christmas" is un-

derway. We will try to begin practice promptly at 8:00pm. We 

would love to have some new and old members join us. This is 

going to be a very moving program and we need as many voices as 

we can.  Come help! 

 

Calling all kids! Calling all kids! We desperately need more kids to join our Jr. choir. We need 

singers and those to play the chimes. October 10 is our Choir Sabbath. We will be singing all 

3 services.  Come on down and sing out for the Lord, " for He has done great things for us". 

The hand bells will play on All Saints Day, November 7. 

  

Folks - we have so many gifts and talents out there, just sitting on a shelf. Music ministry is a 

special type of worship and is so very important. It helps us and the congregation build on the 

kingdom as one body through the Holy Spirit. Listen to His call. Come try the choir, even if 

you think you can't sing you can sing in your heart and smile. 

  

"Man cries out in an audible voice that distracts us from the silent voice of God. Man's voice 

has forgotten to be still and listen for the voice of God" 

Love in Christ, Steve Carson 
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Nursery 
October 3 
8:15 Dale Thompson 
9:33 Diane King 
10:55 The Millers & Dean 
 Cavanaugh  
October 10 
8:15 Jon & Lori Hart 
9:33 Beverly Brown, 
 Lydia Gossett 
10:55 The McCall’s, Pam 
 Powlas, Jean Carr 
October 17 
8:15 Joyce Gorgas 
9:33 Kendall Deckard 
10:55 Kelly McCartney,  
 The Guinn’s 
October 24 
8:15 Need Volunteer  
9:33 Need Volunteer  
10:55 The Gross’s, The 
 Hudson’s 
October 31 
8:15 Need Volunteer  
9:33 Debbie Wong Chong 
10:55 The King’s,  
 The Bandys 
 

◆◆◆ 
Children’s Church 

Oct 3 Mary & James Holmes 
Oct 10 Children’s Sabbath  
Oct 17 Chad & Bess Bandy 
Oct 24 Terri Ippolito 
Oct 31 Keith & Kelly Deese 
 

◆◆◆ 

Acolytes 
Oct 3 Taylor Gladin  
Oct 10 Ainsley Deese  
Oct 17 Dylan Cooper  
Oct 24 Rebecca Davenport 
Oct 31 Mary Manning Holmes 
 

◆◆◆ 

Greeters 
October 3 
8:15 Elaine Pettit   
9:33 The Ciaramitaro’s 
10:55 The Smithson’s  

October 10 
8:15 The Hamilton’s 
9:33 Ann & Paul Bethea  
10:55 Craig & Gina Long 

October 17 
8:15 Mack & Kelly Brittain 
9:33 Dianne King 
10:55 The Goard’s  

October 24 
8:15 Carolyn Johnson 
9:33 Lori Cavanaugh  
10:55 Rick & Beverly Wood 
October 31 
8:15 Tim Patterson 
9:33 Lynn & Tommy Bryson  
10:55 The Kirkpatrick’s 

Volunteers 

United Methodist Women 
UMW is gearing-up for our Fall Bazaar, Saturday, October 16th and the Tour of 
Homes on Sunday, December 5th.  

 

The Fall Bazaar is open to all who want to cook, can, bake & who have handmade 
crafts they would like to donate to our bazaar. We will also be offering breakfast 
that morning. So, come buy our goods for Christmas gifts & help raise monies for 
the many mission programs we support. The pre-cooked frozen casseroles go fast! 

 

The Tour of Homes starts at the church at 1:00 pm. Maps will be given out to control the 
over- crowding at any one house. Refreshments will be available at each house. More infor-
mation will be available this fall. 

 

One of the most rewarding things UMW does is deliver gift bags to our shut-ins before 
Thanksgiving. We collect small toiletries, notepads, fruits, candies, etc & assemble them in 
bags. The elderly are so happy for the visit & the gift bag. Anyone is welcome to participate 
& we would like names of anyone the church wants us to add to our list. The bags will be 
assembled on Wednesday, November 10th at 10:00 am.  

 

A special “thank you” to all the people who have helped us with our mission fund raising 
projects & food for the meals the UMW have sponsored this year. On “School Personnel 
Sunday” the youth group was a real joy to work with & they really can wash the dishes!!!!! 

Anna Awald 

From Pulpit to Pew 

2nd Annual Used Book 

Sale Extravaganza  

Saturday, Oct. 30 from 8-1pm in 

the Fellowship Hall. MRLEC will 

be offering breakfast. They will 

be serving sausage gravy & bis-

cuits, homemade quiches, & 

fruit. Please also donate your 

gently used books for the 

sale. These can be brought at 

any time, starting now. Please 

put them in boxes labeled for 

book sale & place them on the 

stage in the Fellowship Hall 

stage. We look forward to an-

other fun and successful day. 
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October 
Birthdays 

1 Sarah Blackwell,  
John Payton 

2 Harold Boyd,        
Gabrielle Poeta 

3 Shannon Barber, 
Sarah Smith 

4 James Cannon, Jan 
Stanley, Phyllis Lytle, 
Gage Thompson 

5   
6   
7 Rebekah Ellsworth 
8 Hilda Hamilton 
9 Shelby Frady, Febe 

Osteen 
10 Katie King 
11 Bob Sweeney, Joyce 

Ward 
12 Catherine Swift 
13  
14   
15   
16   
17 Marlene Hubbs,    

Michael Meadows, 
Linda Westmoreland 

18 John Albea 
19   
20 Cameron Crisp,    

Matthew Ellis 
21   Nicole Ciaramitaro  
22   
23   
24   
25 Kelvin Ham, Zachary 

O’Briant, Pat Tinsley, 
Drew Thompson 

26   
27 Elijah Bandy 
28   Glenn Corhn  
29   Michele Combs  
30   
31 James Burnette,  

Sawyer Frady  
 
 

The Methodist Men met on September 16th. Two representatives from 
the Gideons, a missionary group, reported on the Gideon’s worldwide 
efforts to spread the word of Jesus Christ through the distribution of 
free and low-cost Bibles.  
 

The Methodist Men had a very successful fundraising year & these are only some of the events & 
projects in which the Methodist Men were involved:  
  

The Methodist Men hosted a steak dinner for the West Henderson H.S. football team on Sept. 11. 
The event was a success & the MRMM voted to provide funding for this event on an annual basis 
beginning in 2011.  
  

Eddie Ellis requested that the MRMM begin to financially support Boy Scout Troop 622 starting in 
2011. Enrollment in Troop 622 will increase by 15-20 next year. The MRMM voted to begin pro-
viding $1,500 annually to Troop 622 beginning in 2011. 
  

The MRMM voted to set aside $500 for landscaping costs after septic repair work is completed on 
the church's property.  
 

The MRMM will be providing $2,000 for three persons from the church staff & three persons from 
the laity to attend a Continuing Education conference in Columbus, Ohio. And approved $500 to 
fund a flat-screen TV & DVD player for use in the Fellowship Hall Sunday school room.   
 

We appreciate your attendance at our fundraising events & wish to thank in advance anyone who 
can lend a hand at upcoming events such as the annual Christmas Tree Sale & Christmas Dinner.  

 

Our next meeting will be October 21st at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for an 
evening of food and fellowship. Newcomers always eat dinner at no charge! 

  Doug Dwyer, Secretary   

The Primetimers 
 

The Primetimers will be traveling 

on Tuesday,October12th to a 

place to be announced later. See 

the church bulletin on Oct.3 & 

Oct.10 for details. 

The UMW Circles 
Lillian Hall Circle will meet Tuesday, 
October 12th at 7:00 pm, NOTE TIME 
CHANGE, in the Osborne Room. Carol 
Burke will be the hostess. Carroll Laugh-
ter has the program, Jay Siltzer, one of 
our favorites, will be our guest speaker. 
 

Maggie Jones Circle will meet on Tues-
day, October 19th at 1:00 pm - won't you 
join us in the Osborne Room? 

 

Jennie Corpening Circle will not have 
the regularly scheduled meeting in Octo-
ber due to the Bazaar and the Book Ex-
travaganza taking place during the month.  

 First Wednesday Meal 

October 6th at 5:30 pm 

 

 Hosted by the Children’s Ministry  
serving Breakfast for Dinner! 

 

Join Us for Wonderful Fellowship! 
Everyone is Welcome! 

Thinking About Christmas!? 
The Jennie Corpening Circle is!  

 

For only $5, we are offering keep-
sake Christmas ornaments in honor 

or memory of your loved ones.  
These ornaments are silver for 

memory or red for honor. Each will 
have your loved one’s name (up to 
20 letters) embroidered on the rib-

bon. Only one name per ornament - 
These lovely remembrances will 
decorate a Christmas tree in the 

Narthex. You may take your orna-
ments home after the Christmas Eve 

service to enjoy for many years!  
Order forms are in the Narthex. 

The UMW will sponsor a Christmas Tour of Homes on Sun-

day afternoon, December 5th. If you would like to have your 

home on the tour call Delores Meadows at 891-7638.   
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Shannon Barber         828-699-4210 
sbarbermrumc@bellsouth.net     

Guide, Respect, Appreciate, Celebrate, & Embrace 
As we prepare Children for their walk with Jesus! 

Important Dates 
October 8th: Practice for Children’s Sabbath in 

Chapel 6:30-7:30 

October 10th: Children’s Sabbath - Jr. Youth & 

Kids Care invited to the home of Keith & Kelly 

Deese for a hot dog roast. 

October 24th: Jr. Youth and Kids Care 5-7 pm 

October 30th: Trick or Trunk Fall Carnival  

2:00-4:00pm (sign up to decorate a trunk today) 

Children’s Sabbath is Sunday, October 10th! 
Come and hear The Voices of Our Children. The children will be leading worship in observance of 

the needs of our schools and the needs of the children.  A special offering will be taken for the 

Back Pack Bunch. The following items are needed: 

Peanut Butter or Cheese Crackers  100% juice boxes Pop Tarts 

Granola or Cereal Bars   Fruit cups  Applesauce Cups 

Packages of Snack Mixes (Chex)  Boxes of raisins  Lunch Buckets   

Trunk or Treat 

Saturday, October 30th 

2 - 4 pm 
Join us for a SAFE alternative to 

Trick or Treating. 
Please donate gently used or new 

blankets & coats for all ages.  
Free food, Cake Walk, Hayride,  

Candy & More! 

Join us on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 6th as the Children’s Min-
istry host the 1st Wednesday 
Meal. We will be serving 
Breakfast for dinner; bring 

your favorite breakfast food to share! 
YUMO!!!!!! 

Michael Flack    C-275-2108   H-890-8452  millsriveryouth@bellsouth.net   

Youth Ministry Update  

September Thanks! 

Thank you to EVERYONE who helped out with the Apple Festival Parking Lot.  A special shout out to the Laughter family 

for letting us use your space!  I won't try and name everyone who worked the lot because I'll probably leave someone out, 

but you all rock!! 

 

Thanks to our 601 planning team, and Shannon Barber for speaking at 601. Thanks to all who helped plan, set up, lead, and 

clean up for our very successful tailgate party at West. Thanks to our SURGE leaders, you guys are awesome!  

 

Thanks to Patti Auwarter, Beverly Gladin, Jennifer Morrow, and our SURGE leaders for helping out and driving to our 

Labor of Love. Thanks to Kenny Davenport, Debbie Wong Chong, Merit Wolff, and Lisa Olson for helping out with the 

Middle School In Town Retreat. 
 

October Schedule 

Oct. 3rd:  Youth Council, 4pm.  Youth Choir, 5pm.  Community601, 6:01pm. 

Oct. 10th:  Youth Choir, 4pm.  SURGE, 5-7pm. 

Oct. 17th:  Youth Choir, 4pm.  Labor of Love, 5-8pm. 

Oct. 24th:  No youth choir.  Asheville Disrict Fall Fling, 2-7pm.  $8 a person. 

Oct. 31st:  Youth Choir, 4pm.  Bonfire, 6-8pm 

We are still planning on doing a High School Retreat the weekend of October 29th.  Details to come ASAP! 

Play Group/Bible Study will meet 
the following Wednesdays: 

October    13th 
October    22nd 
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Lectionary 
Readings 

     The Sunday Connection classes continue to 
grow in numbers, but most importantly, in spiri-
tual maturity. Our church is blessed to have 
teachers that are teaching the truth found in 
God's Word and challenging their classes to fol-
low His principles/standards.  
     Why does God command His church to teach 
His Word all the time? Because there is not any 
season or any time when God's people do not 
need to hear from Him. There is a reason that 
we don't go through the Bible once and then 
move onto something else. An old advertising slogan used to say, "You never outgrow your 
need for milk."  Hopefully, there is nutritional accuracy in this slogan.  We can say - with au-
thority - that we will never outgrow our need for God's Word. 
     If you have not found a Sunday School Class to attend and perhaps wonder about the 
Word of God being taught by our teachers, be assured that our leaders are guardians of the 
truth.  They take seriously the words of the Apostle Paul written to the young pastor, Timo-
thy. Paul wrote in 2nd Timothy, chapter one, ..."Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you, which is the Word of God."   
     Our teachers, Ray Bryson, Tommy Guinn, Joyce McCall, Sharon Michaels, Bill Murray, 
Dan Poeta, Eric Rathburn, Kevin Robinson, and Lorraine Jernigan invite you to come and 
share in the Fellowship, Bible Study, Prayer and Teaching that helps to put your life on 
the path to greater spiritual maturity.         
      If you have questions about any of the classes or class times, contact Lorraine at 884-
2430 or lcloer@mtnwaves.net. 

SUNDAY CLASSES 
(1) Joyce McCall's class for Sr. Adults 

meets at 9:45 in the Osborne Room  
(2) Ray Bryson's class for all adults meets 

at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall room 
(3) Dan Poeta's class for all adults meets 

at 10:45 in the Osborne Room  
(4) Paul Bethea's class for all adults meets 

at 9:45 in the Children's Dept 
(5) Tommy Guinn's class for younger 

adults meets at 9:45 upstairs Ed. bldg  
(6) Kevin Robinson's class for all adults 

meets at 9:45 in the Choir Room  
(7) Lorraine Jernigan's class for all adults 

meets at 9:45 in the Chapel 

SUNDAY 
       SCHOOL 
   Make the Connection  

Ministry Fair & Bring A Friend on Nov. 
7th. Join the Evangelism Team for a 
great opportunity to see all the pro-
grams & ministries of our church. This 
is a great chance to talk with others & 
find where you might plug in to serve 
the Body of Christ at MRUMC. Booths 
will be set up at all 3 services. Come 
have cider and donuts and check out 
the great ministry opportunities. ALL 
ministry groups & committees need to 
get a short paragraph describing their 
role in the church with a contact per-
son to Merit Wolff as soon as possible. 
The Evangelism Team is preparing a 
church-wide information booklet & this 
information is important. Please email 
or put in Evangelism mailbox. 

 

Next E-Team meeting is Monday, Oct. 
11 @ 6pm. We would love to have 
new team members! Call Merit Wolff if 
you have any questions or need further 
in format ion .  828 -776-1115 or 
mwolff@bellsouth.net. 

Peace and Joy, Merit 

Evangelism Team 

These Scripture lessons are 
used as the basis for 
sermons on Sundays. You 
are encouraged to read 
these verses prior to 
worship so that you may be 
prepared to better hear 
God’s word through the 
message the preacher brings. 
 

October 3 
Lamentations 1:1-6 
Psalm 137 (UMH 852) 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 

October 10 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 

October 17 
Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Psalm 119:97-104 or Psalm 19 
(UMH 750) 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 

October 24 
Joel 2:23-32 
Psalm 65 (UMH  789) 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 

October 31 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
Psalm 119:137-144(UMH 840) 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

Luke 19:1-10 

Singles 
Adult  Bible Study 

Class  

 

Begins Wednesday 
evening, October 6, 
at 7:00 pm in the 
Osborne Room.  
Sharon Michaels will 
be leading the Sin-
gle Adult  Class in a 
study of "Total For-
giveness".  All sin-
gles are invited to 
attend and learn 
what God has to say 
to you through this 

wonderful study.   

mailto:lcloer@mtnwaves.net
mailto:mwolff@bellsouth.net


SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

  

September was a busy  month. 
with Creative Memories a pro-
gram on preserving pictures & 
mementos. Then we had our an-
nual Sock Hop. Everyone had a 
great time! We also had a repre-
sentative from the American 
Cancer Society & SHIP talk 
about early detection, life after 
cancer, & medicare. The Hee 
Haw program proved to be a full 
filled morning or laughter! 
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Mission Statement  
The mission of the Mills 
River Life Enrichment 

Center is to minister to 
the mind, body & spirit of 
seniors in our churches & 
community by establishing 

a Christian based 
community center offering 

a place for fellowship, 
service & enjoyment. 

October 7 
Comfort Keepers– Health Options 

 

October 14 
No MRLEC 

 

October 21 
Karaoke with Wes Jones 

 

October 28 
No MRLEC in morning 

Pig Picking & Bluegrass  
5-10 pm at Bob Pressley’s Barn  

 

October 30 
MRLEC host Book Sale breakfast  

As usual, a delicious meal  
prepared by Kathleen Cabe 

or Ruth Williams will be 
served after each program.  
RSVP REQUIRED FOR 
LUNCH by noon Tuesday 
before EACH program @ 

(828) 808-5581 or 
mrlec8@yahoo.com  

 

ONGOING EVENTS 
Exercise  9:45-10:30 am 
Blood Pressure checks, 

magazine swaps & fellowship  

Mills River Life Enrichment Center (MRLEC) 

Many thanks to everyone for making Homecoming Sunday such a wonderful experience.  The food you brought was deli-
cious, and the clean-up help you all provided is very much appreciated.  Your team work was outstanding - thanks for your 
hard work!  Most of all, thanks for being such a wonderful church family, you are loved! 

Cheryl Barnett 

 

To my secret pal, Thank you so much for the thoughtful gifts you have been leaving in the narthex for me.  I can't believe 

that I am the recipient of such kind gestures.  I appreciate you thinking of me and sending me the wonderful goodies. 

God Bless You, Lori Cavanaugh 
 

A personal thank you! I would like to thank all of you who called, visited, brought food, sent cards & especially said prayers 

for me during my recent operation. I could not have made it without all of my personal family, friends and church family 

praying for me & helping Frankie & me at this time. THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!!             Joan Sitton   

 

Carpe diem! Rejoice while you 
are alive; enjoy the day;  
live life to the fullest;  

make the most of what you have.  



Sunday Worship 

8:15 am Traditional 

9:33 am Worship & Praise 

10:55 am Traditional 

 

Sunday School 

Children:     9:30 am 

     10:50 am 

Adult:      9:45 am 

     10:45 am 

 

 MILLS RIVER 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

CHURCH 
The Rev. Paul  B. Thompson……………………...Senior Pastor 

Rev. Michael Flack……...……Associate Pastor, Youth Director 

Itha Trantham………………...….…….Administrative Assistant 

Steve Carson..……….………....……………..Director of Music 

Laura Flack.....................................................................Music Ministry 

Dean Cavanaugh………………...……...………Worship Leader 

Shannon Barber……………………...……....Children’s Ministry 

Ruth Williams………………………...….…….MRLEC Director 

Kevin Robinson........................................................................Organist 

Lorraine Jernigan………………………………………Education 

Gina Long…………………....…………...…...……….Custodian 

 

Office Hours: 9 am - 3 pm Mon-Thurs, 9 am - 12 pm Fri 

Phone: 891-7788 

Fax: 891-2590              

www.millsriverumc.org 

Church E-mail: mrumcchurchoffice@bellsouth.net 

Newsletter E-mail: millsriverumc@yahoo.com 

Ministry and Staff 

  

Weõre on the Web! 

millsriverumc.org 

Nonprofit Org. 
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