MILLS RIVER
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES
For February are due

on Monday, Jan. 25™.
Please email articles to
millsriverumc
@yahoo.com
Don’t have email?
Please place articles

in the Newsletter
Mailbox at the church.

You can send them
any time prior to the

deadline. Thank you.

From Pulpit to Pew

Our Mission is To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

Happy New Year!

It has been interesting to
hear the conversation about
what we are going to call this
coming year. Some have said
“Two Thousand Ten”, while
others for brevity sake will say,
“Twenty-Ten.” Whatever we
call it, many will be glad to turn
the page on the New Year,
looking back on 2009 as a very
trying, difficult year. There have
certainly been challenges. Wars
have continued, with many lives
lost and families disrupted. A
recession described as the
worst since the Great Depres-
sion has left many people with-
out jobs, and even those with
jobs with less income than in
many years. Many people are in
real need as we have witnessed
in our community and even in
our church family. We certainly
do hope 2010, whatever way we
say it, is a better year in many
respects.

We certainly do have much
to be thankful for as we enter
this New Year. In spite of the
difficulties with the economy
experienced by many of our
congregants, the church has
been blessed with giving that
meets our needs. We have been
able to meet our 2009 budget
and expected expenditures. So
many of you have practiced
stewardship of time, talents, gifts
and service that we can look at
what God has done in and
through us this year and see
wonderful results. The Gospel
message has been proclaimed
with not only words, but with
faithful service. Lives have been
touched, wounds have been
healed, and the fellowship is

strong and getting stronger.
May the Lord be praised for the
goodness of his grace!

As we look to 2010, we see
exciting things ahead. A once in
a lifetime opportunity is before
us to acquire land concurrent
with our existing campus, and
you have authorized us to move
ahead faithfully. This land pur-
chase will more than double the
size of our church lot, and en-
able us to provide adequate
parking, fix problems with our
septic system, and look for
other avenues of ministry. Our
9:33 service continues to ma-
ture and is reaching people who
otherwise would not be coming
to MRUMC. With the aid of
Lorraine Jernigan, our Sunday
School offering is growing and
attendance is increasing. We
have plans to offer Dave Ram-
sey’s “Financial Peace Univer-
sity” in early 2010. This class
promises to help us grow in our
wise use of God’s resources as
families and disciples of Jesus
Christ. Our Youth group is go-
ing to Puerto Rico to experi-
ence a new level of growth in
their mission activity. The chil-
dren’s ministry is thriving under
the direction of Shannon Barber,
and promises to continue to
attract young families that want
their children to grow in God’s
grace and love. Mills River Life
Enrichment Center (MRLEC) is
a vital part of the community’s
senior’s week, and is indeed a
wonderful ministry. The Music
Ministry, under the capable lead-
ership of Steve Carson, Kevin
Robinson, and Laura Flack, has
been exemplary in attracting and
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Two Thousand Ten or Twenty-Ten?

engaging peo- |
ple in the |
proclamation
of the Word through music and
song. So much to be thankful
for, and so much to look for-
ward to!

As your Pastor, it is my
promise to you to find new
ways of growing in 2010. | want
to grow first, personally. As |
work on my own faith journey, |
hope to be able to share that
journey with you and invite us
to walk this road together. |
want to grow as a Leader. With
the vast resources and talents in
our church, my prayer is that
God will allow our church to
grow and flourish, with vision
and compassion for all God’s
children, enabling me to the fill
the roles | can fill. And | want to
grow as a Preacher. The Bible
deems this work the “folly of
preaching”, yet recognizes the
absolute necessity of this work
being done faithfully for “how
are they to hear the good news
unless someone proclaims it.”
Taking that task even more seri-
ously and with greater dedica-
tion to the task, | want God to
speak more clearly and pro-
phetically through the Word he
gives to me each week.

And so, 2010 is here. Itisa
moment to pause and reflect. It
is 2 moment to stop give thanks
for what was, and pray for what
will be. May the Lord continue
to bless and guide the lives and
ministry of the people of Mills
River United Methodist Church
in this New Year. Whatever
way we say it.

Paul B. Thompson
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January
Volunteers

Please note if volunteers are
needed. If you are able to
volunteer, please contact
Shannon Barber at 891-8087
or sbarber7199@yahoo.com

Nursery
an. 3
8:15 Linda Britain
9:33 Debbie Smithson
10:55 Donna Allison,
Mary Holmes
an. 10
8:15 Tabea Davenport
9:33 Debbie Smithson
10:55 Kelly McCartney,
Chad & Bess Bandy
an. 17
8:15 Joyce Gorgas
9:33 Shari Schlernitzaur
10:55 Helen & Kenn Seal
an. 24
8:15 Jon & Lori Hart
9:33 Mary Jane Keefe
10:55 Tammy Gross &
Samantha; Dana &
Nat Hudson
an. 31
8:15 need volunteer
9:33 Debbie Wong Chong
10:55 Don & Joann King,

Linda Shannon & Erin
Miller

Children’s Church
Jan.3  Tommy & Lynn Bryson
Jan. 10 Terry Ippolito
Jan. 17 Dave & Karen Shirlin
Jan. 24 Ray & Ramona Bryson
Jan. 31 Nat & Tammie Gross

Music Ministry

As | write this today, my
heart is so full of joy. There is
so much | want to say to my
church family.

Many years ago a good
friend & director of a large
chancel choir gave me some
very good advice. He shared
with me the great importance
of a strong ecumenical wor-
ship through music. Music
must touch every soul, every
denomination, & every race. It
must come from varied selec-
tions of music, from classical,
soul, gospel & contemporary
to reach the whole church.

Music should weave it's way
into the heart & caress it like
loving fingers of the Holy
Spirit; touching, healing &
bringing peace, love & joy to
all. 1 truly believe this year’s
Christmas Cantata did this
very thing.

Over 1100 people attended
our Cantata in all 4 services.
At the Friday & Saturday ser-
vices over half the congrega-
tion were from outside our
church. They were from our
surrounding community &
friends & family. Many may not
have known Jesus as their Sav-
ior. Some could have been
going through difficult times,
but | believe we truly touched
their hearts for God.

All those here at MRUMC
from the congregation to
those in the drama, the choir
& musicians helped in reaching
out to the world. As we are
commended in “the great
commission.” With all my
heart | believe this was the
best cantata we have pre-
sented for Christ, simply be-
cause of the many types if mu-
sic used. It all had a diverse
effect on the church as a
whole.

| fell we have truly under-
taken the charge of the UM
church to “reach beyond our
walls”” Glory be to God for his
undying love for us all. All year
long. Thank you so much!

A big thank you to all those
who were so willing to use
their talents & gifts for the
Lord. We could not have done
it without you!

Thank you to the Evangelism
team, UMW & choir members
for Saturday night reception.
Also Ann & Paul Bethea’s Sun-
day School for the wonderful
breakfast. | can not even begin
to thank everyone that worked
so hard on this production
from the cast to the sets &
sound, | owe everyone a huge
thank you & | hope you know
how much | appreciate every-
one who always helps me.

With great love and thanks,
Steve Carson

Snow Reminder
If Henderson

County Schools
close due to snow
there will be no

evening church
activities except

Chancel Choir. If
there is heavy snow
or ice on Sundays
the 8:15 service will
be canceled, but the
9:33 & 10:55 ser-
vices will continue.
Sunday School will

remain the same.

United Methodist Women

year!

The United Methodist Women gave $1,925 to Pledge to Mission, $169 to Call to
Prayer offering, $510 to World Thank offering, and $120 to Gift in Memory. All of
this in addition to Local, State, National, and World giving. This has been a great

The UMW of this church give of their resources but also of their time. You could-
n't find a function or event that you didn't see a UMW woman. As the new year
begins if you are not a member of a circle, or maybe you have been away for a

while, please come to the circle meeting and join this great group. There are three circles that
meet on different days at different times-one to suit you.

The next UMW general meeting will be on January 25" at 7 pm in the Osborne Room. We will
set the budget for 2010 and decide on fundraisers and the missions that we will support.

We wish everyone a Happy New Year!

From the Circles and the Primetimers

The Jennie Corpening Circle will meet Monday, January 18" at 7:00 pm with Delores Mead-
ows. Please join us if you are not a member of any circle.

The Lillian Hall Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 2% at 7:30 pm in the Osborne Room.
Suzanne Maney & Patty Heafner will be the hostesses. Joyce Ward will have the program. We
invite those not in a circle to join us

The Primetimers will be traveling to LakeView Steak House in Greer, SC (one of our favorite
places) on Tuesday, January12®. We will leave the church at 10:00 am to be there for our |1:00
am reservations. If you would like to go along, please give Evelyn a call at 891-3743.

The Maggie Jones Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 19" at 1:00 pm in the Osborne

Room.
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What Worship Team means to me: The
Worship Team has been instrumental in car-
rying me through one of the toughest times of
my life. | knew that every Thursday - | could
come to practice and leave all that was hap-
pening in my life at the door and be with
people who genuinely cared about me. It also
gives me the freedom to worship - in a way |
feel lead to worship. | feel the Spirit more fully
when | am able to sing His praises - and
move and not feel inhibited. My prayer is that
others will see the joy | experience in worship-
ping and praising Him and that they too will
feel His Presence and worship fully, com-
pletely and openly. Singing has been a part of
my life since | was a child - and | am so
thankful for the music ministry at MRUMC
and so blessed to be a part of it. Merit Wolfe

The Worshin Tea

Meet our Worship Team! They lead our 9:33
Contemporary Worship Service on Sunday
mornings. By introducing us to new worship
songs as well as reviewing great contemporary
Christian songs, this musically gifted group leads
us in joyful singing to praise our great God.

Hi folks, We are all here to worship. We
all have gifts. One of the gifts the lord has
given to me is music. Combining the gift of
playing and helping lead praise and worship is
a cdlling from the God and gives me Great joy.
| feel the Lord not only speaks through his
word ,but also through song. At least he does
to me. There is something special about prais-
ing the Lord through song in a group setting. |
feel privileged to be a part Mills River Method-
ist Church praise band. Each member comes
together as one unit to worship in a way to
Glorify the Lord. We have a Great leadership
team with Paul, Steve and Dean. | couldn't ask
for a better group of folks to serve with.

Love, Jim Bellamy

We all know the Lord works in the most mysterious ways.
Sometimes our faith is tested when we are challenged with
life’s difficulties, and | know this first-hand. In 2008, | found
myself unemployed dfter a | 5-year career with the same
company. During this prolonged period of unemployment,
God touched my heart and caused me to examine my life
and the gifts He so graciously had given me. One of those
gifts that | had nearly buried years ago was the gift of music.

With a lot of time on my hands, | picked up my old guitar
and started playing old folk and rock & roll songs from my
past. This brought me great joy and caused me to start prac-
ticing regularly. Then in early 2009 | heard that Mills River
was starting a “contemporary” service. Lori and | had been
to these services at other churches before and decided that
they weren't for us. But then one Sunday | heard Melodie
Galloway sing, and | couldn’t help but talk to her dfter the
service to tell her how beautiful her song was. She mentioned
that she would be leading the new service...and that’s when
God took over.

Normally, | would not have said anything else but with God
in control | said, “You know, | play guitar and sing a little bit,
but | don’t read music...and I don’t know if I'm good enough
...and | don’t know ANY of the songs you might play...but
I'd like to try it and see what happens.” She was gracious
enough to say she would let me know when the band was
practicing, and well.. .things just clicked right away.

I have been blessed beyond measure by this Service, this
Team of musicians and singers, and the Congregation of
MRUMC. The songs we sing mean so much to me because |
identify with them on a personal level and they allow me to
praise God with the talents He bestowed upon me. [I've told
many people that playing in a band has always given me joy,
but playing in THIS Band and praising God takes that joy to
a level that can’t be explained...only experienced.

Under Steve Carson’s and Melodie’s leadership, we were
able to form a solid foundation that we hope to build on in
the year ahead. We all want to fill the pews each Sunday
with current MRUMC members and new faces from the
community to continue God’s work in this Wonderful Church.

My Thanks to all of you, Dean Cavanaugh

UNITED MIETHODIST

The Methodist Men did not meet in December.

il The Methodist Men's Christmas party was a success! Approximately 135
4 people attended & a great time was had by all. Special kudos to Steve Car-
[, son & the magical musical show featuring the Singing Men, the Barnwell
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January
Birthdays

Jan King

Debbie McMinn,
Elizabeth Armstrong
Jennifer Barthel
Rachel Ball,

Betty Grant

Marge Cross

Merit Wolff

Lori Cavanaugh, Craig
Long, Barbara Guinn,
Shirley Whiteside

Pat Calhoun,
Kim Justice
Shirley Allen,
Lexi Wolfe
Donna Pascoe,
Pam Powlas

Tommy Blackwell,
Taylor King,
Tony Smith

Brian Morrow

Joe Brittain

Barbara King

Mary Holmes,

Lydia Rathburn

Chris Parris

Chris Dozier, Jeanne
Harper, Natalie Brittain
Martha Cremer,
Andrew Burnette,
Cindy Sinkovich

Kathy Koontz,

Emily Albea

Joyce Armstrong, Eddie
Ellis, Brittany Payton,
Kim Pearson

Shirley Massey

Walt Thrower, Katie

Chelena

Bonnie Stewart, Shea

Boston

Seth McElrath

Stacey Frady, Heather
Rejzer

Darrin Ball, Eric Gor-
gas, Mark Miller

Family singers, "Elvis" (Jerry Poteet) & others. 55 widows & widowers, guests of Methodist Men,
graced us with their presence. They, essentially, were the reason for the whole event & we enjoyed
making sure they had a good evening. Finally, Deana Keith & her crew of excellent chefs went out
their way to prepare an excellent meal; Elaine Kirkpatrick & the merry bunch from MRLEC (aided
by stalwart Methodist Men volunteers) provided all of the festive decorations.

Our annual Christmas tree sale has gone well. As of December 17, almost 360 trees had been sold.
Our thanks go out to all who helped set-up, unload, & sell the trees. The funds raised by our tree
sale go toward supporting a variety of charitable programs, inside & outside our church.

Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 21* at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All Methodist
men are welcomed & newcomers eat dinner for free.

The Methodist Men wish all a happy, healthy, & prosperous New Year! Doug Dwyer, Secretary




children's Ministry Update

for January 2010

RN

January 3rd: Camp Tekoa Scholarships will be 77
available in the Narthex. They |
need to be returned by January 24

January 10th: Jr. Youth and Kids Care 5:00-7:00pm

January 24th: All Camp Tekoa Scholarship forms are
due back to Mrs. Shannon today.
Jr. Youth and Kids Care 5-7

Youth Ministry Update for January 2010

Michael Flack
C-275-2108 H-890-8452
millsriveryouth@bellsouth.net

Special Thanks!
Thanks to Jan King
for driving the youth choir

January Sunday Schedule:

Sunday, January 3: Labor of Love, 3-6pm.

Sunday, January 10: Community601, 6:01pm.

Sunday, January 17: No SURGE (High School Ski Trip)
Sunday, January 24: SURGE, 5-7pm.

Sunday, January 31: SURGE, 5-7pm.

to Givens Estates.
Thanks to the Brittain family
for hosting another great
Christmas party.

Thanks to all the parents
January Events:

January 8-10: Youth Council Retreat
January 17-18: High School Ski Trip, $100 includes skiing, lodging & two meals.
January 22: Middle School Lock In, 8pm.

January 29-30: Asheville District Youth Layspeaking Retreat. There are beginning &
intermediate courses. This is a great program & you'll have a great time! High Schoolers

are eligible.

who helped provide dessert

for our youth choir

reception.

Fundraiser Confirmation Classes
for the Youth Mission Trip It is that time of year to form our 2010

to Puerto Rico Confirmation Class & we need a list of

The fundraiser to help the Youth with the expenses eligible youths. Confirmation is primarily

. . . for current 7% graders, but can include
to go on the a mission to Puerto Rico will be &

8" graders who missed last year's class.

If you are the parent of an eligible youth
Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm. or if you know of a possible mentor to

Appalachian Fire & Tyler Carson will be performing. work with our youth on a weekly basis

Saturday, January 23" at 5:30 pm.

Please help us raise funds for this worthy cause! during confirmation classes,
please call Michael Flack.
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MRLEC

HIGHLIGHTS

December 3™ - What an
amazing day for MRLEC! Mem-
bers of the MRUMC Chancel
Choir performed a variety of
Christmas music and was out-
standing. Rob Webb from Duke
Endowment was on hand to
experience a very active day at
MRLEC. *A special thank you
to Duane & Janet Oyler who
provided a Winter Wonderland
atmosphere. It was beautiful.

December 10 was the an-
nual Methodist Men’s Christmas
Dinner. The UMM provided
tickets for over 30 of MRLEC’s
senior adults. It was a wonder-
ful evening for each of them.
Thank you UMM for making this
possible & thank you to Denna
Keith for a delicious meal!

December 17 was the

MRLEC Christmas program with
entertainment by the Etowah
Elementary Children’s Chorus
under the direction of Liz
Harmon. The children made the
day very festive & enjoyable.
Santa took time off from his busy
schedule to make a visit. He was
a welcomed guest by all!

*Operation Hope packed &
shipped 52 soldier care boxes in
November. The Methodist Men
of MRUMC graciously paid for
the cost of the shipping. Thank
you for making this outreach
project a success & for your
continued support of MRLEC.

*A very special Thank You to
Nancy Conolly. Nancy handmade
20 gorgeous Christmas trees &
donated them to MRLEC for
decorating this Christmas. The
trees added beauty & elegance to
all the tables. MRLEC will treas-
ure this gift each Christmas in
the years to come.

*Praise be to God for all the
blessings He has given to
MRLEC in 2009. He has been
so good & as the New Year
approaches, the MRLEC com-
mittee & | anxiously await to
see what God has in store for
MRLEC in 2010. His work is
very evident in the support &
encouragement that comes
from the members of the
MRUMC. Thank you for be-
lieving in the need for MRLEC
& for letting God use you in
this ministry.

Ruth Williams

JANUARY PROGRAMS

The Heath Adventure of Asheville
will present "Be A Smart Cookie"
Fall Prevention in January. The
programs are designed to help
keep you safely on your feet.
These fun & informative pro-
grams will run
January 7, 14, 21, and 28.

*Prayer Shawl Ministry
will meet on Jan. 14 @
9:45 am.

As usual, a delicious meal
prepared by Kathleen Cabe
or Ruth Williams will be
served after each program.

RSVP REQUIRED FOR
LUNCH by noon on Tues-
day before EACH program @
(828) 808-5581 or Ruth Wil-
liams at mrlec8@yahoo.com

ONGOING EVENTS
Exercise from 9:45-10:30 am
Blood Pressure checks, maga-

zZine swaps, fellowship with
others, & a nutritious meal.

Mills River
Life Enrichment
Center

Mission Statement The
mission of the Mills River
Life Enrichment Center is
to minister to the mind,
body & spirit of seniors in
our churches &
community by establishing
a Christian based
community center
offering a place for
fellowship, service &
enjoyment.
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Get the Scoup on SCOUP

On Wednesday, January |13™ an exciting new Bible Study & ministry will begin at
MRUMC called SCOUP (Single Career Obviously Unattached People).
We welcome all adult singles, of all ages, members and nonmembers!

We encourage you to join us for this time of fun, fellowship and study.

We start with a 4 week study by Chip Ingram: "Singleness - A Blessing or a Curse"
We will meet in the Osborne Room at 6:15 pm on Wednesdays.
We also plan to have some group outings and other fellowship opportunities.

So whether you have been single just a short time or for a while,
please plan to join us for encouragement from one another and from the Word!
If you have any questions please contact Merit Wolff at 776-1115.

SUNDAY
SCcHOoOL

Make the Connection

Adult Education:

Sunday School keeps growing. New people
are coming & another class will begin in
January. All praise is given to God for all
He is doing in & through the Sunday
School. If you haven't committed to a class
& want to participate in one, now is the
time to become involved. Perhaps one of
your New Year's Resolutions will be

to join a Bible Study. What a great way to
begin the New Year.

January 3rd, Tommy Gwinn begins
the study Effective Parenting in a Defective
World.

January |7th, Dan Poeta's class begins
the study Longing To Belong. This is a rela-
tionship building course.

January 3rd, Lorraine Jernigan's class
begins the study of the Book of Colos-
sians.

As you can see there is a class & a place
for every adult who wants to become in
involved in a Bible Study Class. Sunday
School at Mills River is the place to be on
Sunday morning or Wednesday evening.

Dave Ramsey’s

i) Dave Ramsey
=~" Financial Peace
University

el

/%%
University

For those interested in learning life
changing techniques in dealing with
financial issues, the Dave Ramsey Fi-
nancial Peace University will be offered
to our church family & the community.
Two times will be offered to attend.
You choose the time that is best for
you & your family. Sunday, January 24
from 5:00 to 7:00 pm or Wednesday,
January 27 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Child
care will be provided. For further in-
formation about this course, talk with
Tommy Guinn, Dan Poeta, Mark Whit-
field or Lorraine Jernigan. Every Sun-
day morning additional information and
the sign up sheet will be provided in
the Narthex.

SUNDAY CLASSES

(1) Joyce McCall's class for Sr. Adults

meets at 9:45 in the Osborne Room
(2) Ray Bryson's class for all adults meets

at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall room
(3) Dan Poeta's class for all adults meets

at 10:45 in the Osborne Room
(4) Paul Bethea's class for all adults meets

at 9:45 in the Children's Dept
(5) Tommy Guinn's class for younger

adults meets at 9:45 in Paul's office
(6) Kevin Robinson's class for all adults

meets at 9:45 in the Choir Room
(7) Lorraine Jernigan's class for all adults

meets at 9:45 in the Chapel

Lectionary
Readings

These Scripture lessons
are used as the basis for
sermons on Sundays. You
are encouraged to read
these verses prior to
Sunday worship so that
you may be prepared to
better hear God’s word
through the message the
preacher will bring.

January 3
Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 (UMH795)
Ephesians 3:1-12

Matthew 2:1-12
January 10

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29 (UMH 761)

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
anuary 17

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10 (UMH 771)
| Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

January 24
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19 (UMH 750)
| Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

January 31
Jeremiah 1:4-10

Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794)
| Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
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Wicightl loss Ghalle
| am so thrilled to
announce that we
have 108 partici-
pates in the first
MRUMC Weight
Loss Challenge.
The response has been overwhelm-
ing & exciting. It has been a wonder-
ful feeling to go to the gym to work
out & to see so many of our fellow
church members there. We are truly

a inspirational support team.

nge

Everyone remember to make smart
choices! The hard part is over. You
made it through the holiday tempta-
tions and it is all down hill from here!

Thantks to Mar i 19-17-1997
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Attention Chili Lovers!

It’s time to get out your favorite Chili recipe — fire up the ol’

crock pot — and join us at 5:30 pm for food, fun and fellowship!

Your Church Council invites everyone to join us for a chili meal
with all the fixin’s to be followed by a special Epiphany program.

We are looking for 10—12 ‘crocks of chili’ to enjoy!
Our tasters will judge for really great prizes
and of course the recognition of being the best chili at MRUMC!!!
If you are able to make a pot of chili, please let Cathy Seal (891-5950)
or Itha in the office (891-7788) know as soon as possible.
The rest of the meal will be provided and hosted by your Church Council.

Thank you, church family, so
very much for providing gifts
for our middle school families
in need. They are very thank-
ful. Your generosity goes far in
reducing stress for families
who struggle to meet basic
needs during what should be a
joyous time. Our older stu-
dents know more than little
ones about where gifts may
come from, but | see this as
a benefit that they know peo-
ple from MRUMC are thinking
of them and care about their
needs and happiness.

Kathy Koontz

Rugby School Counselor

Thank you for helping to make
the reception following the
Saturday night Cantata such a
success. VWe appreciate every-
one who provided cookies as
well as those who helped with
setup and clean-up. Thank

you to everyone!
Evangelism Committee

Thank you to everyone for
all their cards, prayers and
well-wishes for me when |
was recovering from my sur-
gery.

Prayers work!! I'm doing
great on my recovery and

will soon be good as new!
Love, Marge Noble

We thank and congratulate
all those musicians & actors
who produced the Christmas
Cantata, under the direction
of Steve Carson. It was so
professionally done and it
was a memorable, meaningful
story. “Thank You” to all for
your time and outstanding

efforts.
Regards,
Steve and Donna Hunter

| want to thank your group
of young people who came
out in the miserable weather
to Lake Pointe Landing to
put on a Christmas play for
us. It was beautiful and im-
pressive. Each and every
young person was wonderful
and their costumes very pro-
fessional. | do hope you will
send photos on to the Times

News so more people can

enjoy seeing your lovely
group. Thank you again for
a beautiful program. Merry

Christmas to you all.
Marjorie Polhemus

Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for pro-

viding Christmas presents
for 32 of our needy stu-
dents at Marlow Elemen-
tary. Our families appreci-
ated your generosity, and
our school appreciates your
support of our families. Of
course, your church mem-
ber Connie Wright has an
integral part in organizing
the gift-giving at Marlow, so
your church also provided a
much welcomed and appre-
ciated gift for us. We were
overwhelmed by the gener-
osity of your church. God
bless you and best wishes
for the new year.

Sincerely,

Jan King, Principal

Glenn Marlow Elementary

ANAD

GIVE
BLOOD

MRUMC Blood
Drive is
Friday, January 22"
2:30pm - 7:30pm
Volunteers are
needed to help
make phone
calls. Please let
Stacy Taylor know if
you'd like to help
at 458-6121.

The
unthankful
heart
discovers no
mercies;
but let the
thankful heart
sweep through
the day and,
as the magnet
finds the iron,
so it will find,
in every hour,
some heavenly
blessings!
~Henry Ward

Beecher
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Sunday Worship

8:15 am Traditional

9:33 am Worship & Praise
10:55 am Traditional

Sunday School

Children:  9:30 am
10:50 am

Adult: 9:45 am
10:45 am

Wedre on

millsriverumc.org

Ministry and Staff

The Rev. Paul B. Thompson...................ooai Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Flack............... Associate Pastor, Youth Director
Itha Trantham..........c.coiiiiniianntn. Administrative Assistant
Steve Carson........o.vveieveiiiiiieeieeeieeaeee Director of Music
Laura FIack ... Music Ministry
Dean Cavanaugh...........coeueiimieniiiinenenennns Worship Leader
Shannon Barber.........cccooviiiiiiiininiin Children’s Ministry
Ruth Williams.......cooeviiiiiiiiiiiineeeen. MRLEC Director
KeVin RODINSON......cccuereecerercerireeseerereeerersessesesessesessensens Organist
Lorraine Jernigan........c..coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn. Education
GINA LONG. . cnuiiiiiit ittt e Custodian

Office Hours: 9 am - 3 pm Mon-Thurs, 9 am - 12 pm Fri
Phone: 891-7788
Fax: 891-2590
www.millsriverumc.org
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