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NEWSLETTER  

ARTICLES  
For August are due on 

Monday, August 23. 
Please email articles to 

millsriverumc 

@yahoo.com 
Donõt have email? 

Please place articles  

in the Newsletter  
Mailbox at the church. 

You can send them 

any time prior to the 

deadline. Thank you. 

I'm at the beach as I'm writing this. I'm reading the requisite book one 
must endeavor to read while one is vacationing. This one, however, is 
getting my attention.  The author is Phillip Simmons, who was an Associ-
ate Professor at Lake Forest College in Illinois, where he taught creative 
writing and taught literature. He battled ALS "Lou Gehrig's disease" and 
died in July 2002. He writes about life and the struggles we face. The title, Learning to Fall, The 
Blessings of an Imperfect Life, (Bantam Books, New York, 2000), pretty much lays out the inspi-
ration. There is blessing in the imperfect, and the pursuit of perfection in the human experience 
is both self-destructive and limiting. 

 

A quote he shares from Ralph Waldo Emerson, however, is what has really got my attention at 
the moment. Emerson says, "people wish to be settled; only so far as they are unsettled is there 
any hope for them." Think about it for a moment, and it's true! We desire to achieve that mo-
ment in our lives in which we believe we have attained some sort of enlightenment, some sort 
of settled understanding of the world, of ourselves, of the human predicament. We seek to 
have settled in our hearts and minds that we have arrived and no longer wish to remain on the 
road of doubt and struggle, whether it be spiritual or intellectual. We aspire to be settled in our 
beliefs and convictions and these justify our inaction and inattentiveness to the internal struggle 
that is life. 
 

To believe that our hope lies in the unsettled is both thought provoking and distressing. The 
status quo is the default position most of us find ourselves in, and where we are quite comfort-
able. In our politics, in our personal lives, and yes, even in the church, dare we receive the un-
settled mind and heart as a gift from God that leads down new avenues of discovery about God 
and ourselves? 

   

I believe that many of us in the church have given up on the unsettled. We have held on to our 
own rather staid understandings and refused to challenge ourselves, our faith, and our church 
to grow in ways that are instructive and befitting of the complex and "wholly other" God we 
serve. We have quit growing and grasping for the deeper meaning and the hard answer. We 
risk complacency and dullness of heart and life. 

 

I am going through a time in my life in which the unsettled is rearing its head. Another daughter 
is flying the proverbial coup. Mary Katherine is going to HIGH SCHOOL! I'm looking at big 
changes in both my personal and professional life. And many of the "settled" positions I've taken 
for granted aren't sufficient for me any more. 

 

You see, as the book I'm reading hypothesizes, I see my imperfections much more clearly 
now. I recognize that, indeed, I have fallen and my weak and feeble efforts have earned me 
nothing more than an awareness of how weak and feeble I really am. I am a broken man, with 
flaws and foibles that you see even more readily than I can recognize. But the saving grace in 
this is that it produces an "unsettled" position in me. It keeps me asking the hard questions. It 
makes me want to confront the demon of inaction and laziness and dig a little deeper.   

 

This Fall, as we begin a new year of Disciple Bible Study, Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace Univer-
sity, of Sunday School classes and sermon series and Wednesday night programs, I would invite 
you to get in the game. Get off the proverbial couch of spiritual and intellectual inactivity, and 
join us in a time of unsettled questioning and seeking. Our hope as the people of God lies in 
engaging the Spirit of God in the hard work of growth and understanding. Come join us if you 
are willing to risk and to dare.  



Music Notes 
 

The Chancel Choir has had a much needed break for the 
month of July. We are so blessed to have such committed volun-
teers giving their time and talents each week as we join in Wor-
ship. Many thanks to all who have given their time and talents to 
provide special music for Worship during this time. Rehearsals 
will resume on August 11th at 7:15. This would be a great time for 
new members to join our choir. 

 

August 14th - Mountain Valley Music Festival at Ray & Ramona Brysonõs home on S. Mills 
River. Each year it gets better and better but I think this will be the best! Be sure and bring a 
lawn chair or blanket and a can of food for the food pantry. Donations will go to provide a 
new sound board for our Sanctuary & upgrade the sound system in the Fellowship Hall. We 
will eat at 5:00 and the music will begin around 5:45 featuring: 

 

Steve Wingo (Steve is a Christian Folk artist from Alabama),  
Vessels of Praise with Alicia Carland (A Gospel Blue Grass group),  
Jerry Poteet, Randy Wilson and Wyatt Bryson  

 

August 25th - Chancel Choir Christmas Party , 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Yes, itõs 
time again to start preparing for Christmas. We will have a wonderful meal and sing through 
our 2010 Christmas Program. We welcome everyone who is interested in helping with this 
great Worship Event! 

 

It is so exciting to be a part of that which God is Blessing!   Love in Christ, Steve Carson 
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Nursery  
August 1 
8:15 Dale Thompson 
9:33 Beverly Brown,  
 Diane King 
10:55 Kenny Davenport,, 
 Michelle & Jason Stanley
   

August 8 
8:15 Need Volunteer  
9:33 Erica Woodall, 
 Lydia Gossett 
10:55 Anna McCall, Jane 
 Strange, Pates  

August 15 
8:15 Need Volunteer  
9:33 Need Volunteer  
10:55 Carol Weast   

  

August 22 
8:15 Dan & Katrina Poeta 
9:33 Jon & Lori Hart 
10:55 Statonõs & Guinnõs 

 

August 29 
8:15 Need Volunteer  
9:33 Kim & Brett Maltby 
10:55 Kingõs & Millerõs 
 
 

ȪȪȪ 
 

 

Childrenõs Church 
Aug 1 Chad & Bess Bandy  
Aug 8 Mary & James Holmes  
Aug 15 Terri Ippolito 
Aug 22 Suzanne Ellis 
Aug 29 Need Volunteer  
 

ȪȪȪ 
 

Acolytes  
Aug 1 Aaron Davenport  
Aug 8 Gabrielle Poeta  
Aug 15 Hunter Barnett 
Aug 22 Elizabeth Armstrong 
Aug 29 Jake Barber  

 

ȪȪȪ 
 
 

Greeters  
August 1 
8:15 Carolyn Johnson 
9:33 Tony & Terry Ippolito 
10:55 Dean & Debbie Smithson  

August 8 
8:15 Jollene Austin 
9:33 Dianne King  
10:55 Jay & Kelly Siltzer 
August 15 
8:15 Delette Carland 
9:33 Tommy & Lynn Bryson 
10:55 The Kirkpatricks  
August 22 
8:15 Carolyn Johnson 
9:33 Lori Cavanaugh 
10:55 David & Beverly Parris 
August 29 
8:15 need volunteer 
9:33 Dale Thompson 
10:55 Chad & Bess Bandy 

Volunteers  

United Methodist Women  
What has happened to summer? It is almost gone! 

 

The UMW have gone to Brooks-Howell Retirement home in Asheville for a tour 

& lunch. Going into the front reception Hall ,we see sitting on the couch was this 

beautiful, smiling little lady. She has a smile that just lights up her face. She was 

our new adoptee, Lola. She has been at Brooks-Howell for four years & is settled 

into her apartment and new lifestyle very well. She plays piano, knits and enjoys 

all the plays Brooks-Howell staff lines up for them around Asheville. Our gift bag she really 

appreciated receiving. Two of the resident took us on a tour of the gardens and different 

parts of the home. They actually have a Wii room for exercise besides a large pool & spa. 

 

All our circles are gearing up for the Fall Bazaar by start to make crafts and canning. Jennie 

Corpening girls are selling Christmas balls with the personõs name on the ribbon you wish to 

honor. These will be put on a memory tree at church until  Christmas and then given  to 

you for your home tree. Cost is $10.00 . Buy early as supply is limited. 

 

Thank you for your love and kindness during my sisterõs sudden death. 
 Anna Awald, President of MRUMW 

  
The Asheville District UMW Annual Meeting is Saturday, August 28th at Fletcher 

UMC. The theme is "Let's Get Together to Celebrate". Our speaker is Barbara Campbell 

who is a resident of Brooks-Howell Home. The Hands-on Mission project is UMCOR 

Health Kits. Registration and refreshments-9:00-10:00AM--Meeting-10:00-11:30AM. This is 

close so lets all make an effort to attend and "Celebrate". 
Delores Meadows 

From Pulpit to Pew  

School Personnel Luncheon  
We would like to take time to honor all school personnel for 

their hard work & dedication to the children in our community. 
The lunch will be held on Sunday, August 22nd following the 

10:55 service in the Fellowship Hall. If you plan to attend, 
please contact the office by Monday, August 9th to let us know 

how many will be attending. 
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August  
Birthdays  

1 Catherine Bethea 
2 Elaine Pettit, Dale 

Thompson 
3   
4 Wayne Hawkins, Di-

anne King, Don Pear-
son 

5 JoAnn King 
6   
7 Anna Awald, Beverly 

Brown, Don Bradley 
8 Christopher Ellis 
9 Wyatt Bryson, Mary 

Carson, Brittany Crisp, 
Carolyn Dozier, Patti 
Lounsbury 

10   
11   
12 Vicki Price 
13 Jerry Trantham 
14   
15 Leila Doyle 
16 Dana Ball, Mary Brit-

tain, Kalen Orr, Rick 
Wood,  

17 Alex Cremer 
18   
19 Brandon Cooper, Brett 

Crane, Kaitlin Harper, 
Amber Harper 

20 Bryan Crane 
21   Donna Cannon 
22   
23   
24 Russell King 
25   
26 Autumn Keith, Linda 

Miller 
27 Eddie OôBriant, Jacob 

Parris 
28     
29   George Richardson,  
     Will Richardson  
30   
31 Tabea Davenport 
 

The Methodist Men met for an informal meeting at the Mill's River 
Restaurant on July 15th. 

 

The Methodist Men sponsored an outing on June 17th to the Ashe-
ville Tourists baseball game and reported an enjoyable & fun evening. 

  

Bob Sweeney reported that the congregation's response to bringing bags of food for the 
Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry continues to provide a significant amount of food for the needy 
of Henderson County. Our thanks go out to all who have contributed to Fishes & Loaves 
and we encourage those who have not already donated to do so.  

  

The Methodist Men will be assisting at the Mountain Music Festival on August 14th. Please 
come and enjoy an evening of great music in an unsurpassed outdoor setting.  

 

 The Methodist Men will meet next on Thursday, August 19 in the Fellowship Hall. Our guest 
speaker will be Emma Swift who recently completed a one-month mission trip to assist 
earthquake victims in Haiti. Please join us for an evening of food and fellowship. 

 Doug Dwyer, Secretary   

The Primetimers 

 

The Primetimers will be travel-

ing to Pigeon Forge on Tues-

day, August 10th. We will leave 

the church at 9 am. If you 

would like to go give Evelyn a 

call at 891-3743.   

The UMW Circles  
Lillian Hall Circle will meet on 

Tuesday, August 10 at 7:30 pm in the 

Osborne Room. Joan Sitton will be the 

hostess. Inez Kimball will have the 

program. 
 
Maggie Jones Circle travelled to the 

Brooks-Howell Home in Asheville for 

lunch and a tour of the cam-

pus. Thanks to Tommy Blackwell for 

driving the bus, Anna Awald for mak-

ing the arrangements, and friends who 

joined us ! Our next meeting will be 

Tuesday, Aug. 17th at 1:00 pm in the 

Osborne Room. Please join us! 
 
Jennie Corpening Circle  will meet 
August 16 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall Sunday School classroom.  Host-
esses are Pat Calhoun and Gail Moore. 
Please bring any items to work on for 
the bazaar.   

 

First Wednesday Meal  
August 4th  at 5:30 pm 

 

   Hosted by our Retired Teachers! 

  

 Join Us for Wonderful Fellowship  
& Help Support our Local Schools  

by bringing in School Supplies and Donations! 
Everyone is Welcome! 
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The UMW will 

sponsor a Christmas 

Tour of Homes on 

Sunday afternoon, 

December 5th. This 

is an afternoon 

where you welcome 

guests to share your 

decorated home. 

Tickets are $10 with 

proceeds going to 

Mission projects. If 

you would like to 

have your home on 

the tour call Joan 

Sitton at 692-5042 

or Delores Mead-

ows at 891-7638.   

 
 
 

PLAYGROUP/
BIBLE STUDY  

 

August dates 
are on Tuesday, 
August 17 & 31.  

Contact  
Shannon Barber 

for more  
information.  

When we lost my son, Mark, Donna and I 
needed someone to hold us.  You, our 
church, took us in, cared for us with your 
prayers, cards, love, and very generous 
help, especially at the memorial ser-
vice.  We thank you so much,   

Steve and Donna Hunter 

 

To all of you that showed our family so 
much support during our time of illness 
and the loss of Tommy. All the prayers, 
visits, kind words and tears we shared 
together. For all the meals so lovingly pre-
pared and brought to our home. Tommy 
and our family were truly blessed by eve-
ryone at Mills River United Methodist 
Church. Words alone could never express 
our gratitude. May God bless all of you! 
With all our love and thanks,  

Marie Austin and Family 

 

Thank you for opening your church up to 
our troop this year. We are grateful to 
have such a wonderful location for the 
girls to meet and learn. We appreciate 
your generosity. 

Daisy Troop 572 
 

Thank you so much for the lovely Bible 
that I was presented with on Graduation 
Sunday. It is a great gift to have received. 

Not only can it be a source of inspi-
ration and keep me grounded as I go 
off to college, it will always remind 
me of my love for Mills River United 
Methodist Church and all the memo-
ries I have made here. Thanks 
again,              Taylor Bryson 
 
Thanks for your love and support of 
Jim and Anna Awald and I in the 
passing of our mom. It truly is appre-
ciated when Godôs people rally 
around each other during the touch 
times. May God continue to bless 
your church. 

Marlene Plemmons, 
Mike, Doug, Tony and families 

The E-Team will be meeting Monday August 9 at 6 pm. Please make plans to attend if you 

would like to help move the church beyond the walls, reach our community, and welcome 

visitors with radical hospitality. We will also be planning our fall events and projects. 

 

Many thanks to those who helped with the New Member luncheon. The food and fellow-

ship were wonderful! It wouldn't have been possible without so many willing hands. Thanks 

also to those members of church council who stayed to get to know our new and potential 

members at the lunch.  

 

The Senior/Shut-In Ministry is really growing! They recently met again to discuss training 

and reaching out to more Senior adults in our community. If you are interested in this min-

istry of compassion please contact the church office or Carolyn Johnson. 

 

Our Prayer Ministry Team is committed to praying for your concerns on a regular basis. 

Please take time to let us know of your prayer concerns through the CARE cards or by 

contacting the church office. We also hope to have the dedicated prayer line soon! If you 

are interested in this ministry please contact Kendall Deckart or Ken Weast. 

 

The E-Team is excited about the many projects we have in the works! Please be in prayer 

for us as we continue to move forward in our desire to move Mills River UMC outside of 

the 4 walls of the church. 

Evangelism Team 

 

May the LORD now 
show you kindness & 
faithfulness, & I too 
will show you the 

same favor because 
you have done this.  

2 Samuel 2:6 
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Shannon Barber         828-699-4210 
sbarbermrumc@bellsouth.net     

Scrapbooking  Join us Satur-
day, August 7th from 10 am -3 
pm for  scrapbook crop & craft 
day. We are inviting all crafters 
to come & join us for a day of 
craft & fellowship. Bring a snack 

to share. Childcare provided for $10 a child, 
RSVP required for childcare.  

Guide, Respect, A ppreciate, Celebrate, & Embrace  
As we prepare Children for their walk with Jesus!  

 Important Dates  

August 1st  

Childrenõs Council Planning Session  

following 10:55 service in Fellowship Hall  

Bring a bag lunch  

 

August 7th  

Scrapbook and Craft Day 10 -3 pm  

August 22rd  

Kids Care & Jr. Youth  

August 28th from 2:00 - 4:00  

Community Back to School Splash  

Back to School Splash  

 

Come & join us for this spectacular family 
event on Saturday, August 28th from 2:00 -
4:00 pm to celebrate the end of Summer & 
beginning of the school year. STJõs will be 
furnishing two water inflatables: Wild Rapids 
Water Slide & Drop Zone Water Slide. Bring a 
friend & letõs celebrate together. We will also 
be collecting school supplies.  

Play Group/Bible Study will meet 

on Tuesday, August 17th &  

Tuesday August 31st.  

Many thanks to the volunteers for 

watching the children and Mrs. 

Linda for sharing her wisdom.  

We are in need of volunteers to help Mrs. Sue 

in the Nursery every Sunday evening from 5pm -

7pm. If you are interested please contact 

Shannon sbarbermrumc@bellsouth.net.  

Promotion Sunday  
Children and Youth Cook-

out 
 

Sunday, August 29th 

(Following the 10:55 service) 

 

Bring a dish to share. 

 

RSVP by August 25th 
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These Scripture lessons 

are used as the basis for 

sermons on Sundays.  You 

are encouraged to read 

these verses prior to 

Sunday worship so that 

you may be prepared to 

better hear Godõs word 

through the message the 

preacher will bring. 

 

August 1  

Hosea 11:1-11 

Psalm 107:1-9,43 (UMH 830) 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 

 

August 8  

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 783) 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40 

 

August 15  

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 (UMH 801) 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 

 

August 22  

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH  794) 

Hebrews 12:18-29 

Luke 13:10-17 

 

August 29  

Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 (UMH  803) 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Adult Education  
The month of August our focus in Adult 

Education is beginning the second class of 

the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University 

for our church & community. If you, some-

one in your family, or one of your friend's is 

interested in attending the class, please pay 

attention to the information below.     

SUNDAY CLASSES  
(1) Joyce McCall's class for Sr. Adults 

meets at 9:45 in the Osborne Room  
(2) Ray Bryson's class for all adults meets 

at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall room 
(3) Dan Poeta's class for all adults meets 

at 10:45 in the Osborne Room  
(4) Paul Bethea's class for all adults meets 

at 9:45 in the Children's Dept 
(5) Tommy Guinn's class for younger 

adults meets at 9:45 upstairs Ed. bldg  
(6) Kevin Robinson's class for all adults 

meets at 9:45 in the Choir Room  
(7) Lorraine Jernigan's class for all adults 

meets at 9:45 in the Chapel 

SUNDAY 
       SCHOOL 
   Make the Connection  

Would you like to be more involved in 
Jesusõ ministry of healing?  The Mountain 
Chapter of the Order of St. Luke is offer-
ing two study groups this fall on The Heal-
ing Ministry of Jesus: Monday evenings in 
south Asheville (beginning September) & 
Saturday mornings in Black Mountain 
(beginning August).  For more informa-
tion contact Suzanne De Pree at 828-242
-3260  mtn_osl@yahoo.com  

OSL Study Groups 

Financial Peace University is a life-

changing program that teaches you how 

to make the right decisions with your 

money. Dave Ramsey's 13 week class will 

empower you with the practical skills and 

confidence needed to achieve your financial goals and experience true financial 

peace. Change the Way You Think.  Each of the 13 weekly lessons deals with a 

different topic that will change the way you think about personal finance. Dave 

teaches about how to save money, live on a budget, communicate about money, 

eliminate debt, find bargains, and experience the joy of giving. For more information 

visit www.daveramsey.com . 

 

Sunday, August 1  

Organizational Meeting!  

5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall  

 

Wednesday, August 11  

Sign Up Cut -off date  

  

Sunday, August 22  

Class begins 5:00 - 7:00 pm  

(If another class is needed, it will begin Wed., August 25 6:00 to 8:00 pm)  

 

The cost is $100/kit (couples with joint finances can share a kit) made payable by 
cash or check to MRUMC. If you have already taken a Financial Peace University 
Class and own a membership kit, then you can retake the class for free. However, all 
participants, new and returning, need to sign up. For more information contact 
Lorraine Jernigan at lcloer@mtnwaves.net or 884-2430.  

mailto:mtn_osl@yahoo.com
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/index.cfm?fuseAction=dspFpuGettingStarted


JULY HIGHLIGHTS  

  

We had a great summer 
lineup to try and beat the 
heat! Jay Siltzer joined us 
with his son Malachi to share 
their wonderful and enlighten-
ing story about the adoption 
of Malachi. We had another  
great Brunch Potluck that 
rivaled any chefõs creations. 
And we had two music pro-
grams one with the VBS 
singers and the Barbership 
Quartet who both kept us all 
òtapping our toes!ó 
 

ONGOING EVENTS  
Exercise  9:45-10:30 am 

Blood Pressure checks, maga-
zine swaps and fellowship.  
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Mission Statement  
The mission of the Mills 
River Life Enrichment 

Center is to minister to 
the mind, body & spirit of 
seniors in our churches & 

community by 
establishing a Christian 

based community center 
offering a place for 

fellowship, service & 
enjoyment. 

AUGUST  PROGAMS  

 

August 5  
Ken Butcher, Author of  
òIn the Middle of the Airó 

(canned food day) 

 

August 12  
Movie and Potluck! 
(last of the season) 

 

August 19  
Kim Reynolds, Author of  
òAlex Charles: The Evening Oakó 

 

August 26  
Musical Performance  

by Skip Fendley 

 
 

As usual, a delicious meal  
prepared by Kathleen Cabe or 
Ruth Williams will be served 

after each program.  

RSVP REQUIRED FOR 
LUNCH by noon Tuesday 
before EACH program @ 

(828) 808-5581 or 
mrlec8@yahoo.com  

 
 
 

 

GAMES & CARDS  
MRLEC has another oppor-
tunity for fun & fellowship 
for seniors. The Fellowship 
Hall will be open for board 
games & cards each month. 

Bring your own snack & 
drinks. 

 
Tuesday, August 3  

from 1 -4 pm  

 

Tuesday, August 17  
from 1 -4 pm  

Mills River Life Enrichment Center (MRLEC)  

MRLEC Annual Sock Hop  
September 9th  
6:00-10:00 pm 

Tickets $10 Adult,  $5 Child  
(tickets on sale August 12th)  

"Commit to the LORD  
whatever you do, and your 

plans will succeed."  
Proverbs 16:3 
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Finance Mid Year Review for Mills River United Methodist Church 
 

The following charts are to provide an update of where we are financially in the Church.  We continue 
to be blessed with the return of Godôs gift that he has distributed among our members.  We are ahead 
of schedule as compared to previous years but as you will see we continue to have financial needs in 
and around the church.  Please continue to be good stewards of Godôs gifts and as the Finance Com-
mittee and Trustees of your church, we will strive to be good stewards in how and when we spend 
those gifts to the betterment of the church as a whole.  


